Claims 

We claim: 

1>A fegdingan d^icking device^ert ee dinu d i id pick i ng a sla i id ii H r ggr i cu l tura l crop_ ^ 
wherein individual plants in the crop^rejyaadded^ device comprising a 

rotating feeding elemepU=ratfing a feeding radius, the rotating feeding element grasp plant 
stalks anctdirgctsthe plant stalks to a picking device which separates useable parts from the 
pjpptTstalks, a chopping device chops the plant stalks, the chopping device has a chopping 
-fadttts-thaToverlaps ffigteedin g ra di us - of th eHeedirnj-devig^. *jizsu L *€AJ 

2. A feeding and picking device as defined by claim 1 wherein the feeding^etement- 
acts as a counterknife to the chopping device. 

3. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 1 wherein the picking device 
has a length and the chopping radius of the chopping device extends throughout the length 
of the picking device. 

4. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 3 wherein the chopping radius 
of the chopping device extends to an area upstream from the picking device. 

firTtrcrfp^trnq anrgre k i nq d n y i pp fl s fj ^finpri h y Haim 1 wherein thA^hnppinrj rin\t\rn 

has a cJ^opplTlg^xisand the feeding device has a feeding axis and these axes correspond to 
« orfo anoth er 

6. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 1 wherein the picking device 
has a rear end and the chopping device is mounted on the rear end of the picking device. 

7. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 1 wherein the feeding device is 
provided with an upper feeding element which is mounted above the picking device. 

8. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 1 wherein the feeding device is 
provided with a lower feeding element which is mounted beneath the chopping device. 

9. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 1 wherein the feeding device is 
provided with an upper feeding element and a lower feeding element, and the chopping 
device is provided with at least one chopping knife, the chopping knife being located 
between the upper and lower feeding elements. 

10. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 9 wherein at least one of the 
lower feeding element and the upper feeding element is designed to transport grasped 
plants throughout the length of the picking device. 

1 1 . The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 10 wherein the upper feeding 
element has a leading surface with a rejecting transporting action and a trailing surface with 
an aggressive transporting action. 

12rT ho food i ng and p i ck i ng dovico -a s defined by c l a i m 1 4- wherp i n thp chop pi n g- 
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rfc &inp. has a c hopping axis aiad^hprfe^aTT^ axis, the chopping axis_and 

<$fiejeed \ng ax isaire" aj3|3rgxtroat3^ 

13. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 12 wherein the chopping axis 
is substantially vertical. 

44^ThaJ eeding and ^icking devir-p as HpiinacU-y^lairri 1 3 wh^r^lh th^j^ptog — ■ 
device rotates in a chopping direction and the feeding^leanerrtro^^ direction, 
the shopping direction and the feedingjiipe^ti^^ identical. 

15. The feedin^amTpicking device as defined by claim 13 wherein the chopping 
device rotate^fflfchopping direction and the feeding element rotates in a feeding direction, 

^j^rffjf^ forcing rl irprti nn -arp o pposite 

16. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 13 wherein the chopping 
knife has a front cutting edge and a rear cutting edge. 

17. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 13 wherein the chopping 
knife is rigidly mounted to the chopping device 

18. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 13 wherein the chopping 
knife is suspended from the chopping device so that it oscillates. 

19. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 13 wherein the chopping 
knife has a smooth edge. 

20. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 13 wherein the chopping 
knife has a splicing knife. 

21. The feeding and picking device as defined by claim 1 further comprising a guiding 
mechanism for depositing chopped plant material in the form of a windrow. 
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